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Womonspace is a social, recreational and 
educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. We are 
registered under the Societies Act. 
Womonspace was formed a number of 


years ago by a few womyn who saw a need 


for the lesbian community of Edmonton. 
Part of the vision of the original founding 
members was to form an alternative to the 
gay bars and clubs. Out of this vision 
evolved our monthly dances, the newsletter 
and our Thursday night drop-ins. The 
members of Womonspace have asked for 
and organized workshops of interest to 
lesbians; car rallies, ski trips, camping trips 
and a library geared for us. Womonspace 
has provided a more creative environment 
for the womyn to get together and for them 
to learn to work together and support each 
other. Every single activity is done by 
volunteers. The drop-ins are hosted by 
volunteers and everyone who works at our 
dances is a volunteer. Our newsletter is 
completely Baa by volunteers. It’s 
OUR society, OUR organization. It’s 
whatever we want to put into it. It’s 
womyn supporting womyn, taking care of 
each other and ourselves, creating a better 
environment for our sisters coming out 
behind us. 


Our address is Basement, 9930 - 106 

Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 

you have any questions or comments, 

plea give us a call. We would like to 
ear from you. 
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FROM THE DESK OF Well, it’s hard to 
believe, but the 
summer is 
almost over 
rr 
Gis 
: | space News I 
have pub- 
lished. Three issues aren’t really that much 
in the scheme of things; however, on a 


and this is 
personal level, it feels like years have 


the third issue 
of Womon- 

passed since I struggled through the first 

issue. 


Publishing the newsletter has been one of 
the most rewarding and frustrating experi- 
ences of my life. My feelings regarding 
the job I have undertaken vary considera- 
bly. Sometimes I feel very positive about 
the contribution I hope I am making. 
Other times, I have to wonder why 

bother, considering the general lack of 
interest shown. I guess perhaps I had 
entertained a few delusions of grandeur — 
nop eE that the response to my “literary 
efforts” would be immense, certainly 
greater than it was in reality. Oh well, a 
dose of humble pie never hurt anyone! 


We still don’t feel we are reaching the size 
of the audience we would like to. In this 
issue, I have included a list of places where 
the newsletter can be obtained. That 
should help those who are interested in 
reading Womonspace News, but have had 
trouble locating a copy. 


If you enjoy the newsletter, that’s great. 
Thanks for your support and attention. 
Pass it along to friends and people who are 
not acquainted with it. If you think it 
stinks and you would like to make some 

a Ae for improvement, let me know. 
(No-one likes criticism, but I promise to be 
a big girl about it and not cry). You can 
contact me via the Womonspace Office, 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, 425-0511, or 
at my home at 434-7979. 


In this issue, we have all the regular fea- 
tures, plus a few new items; namely a book 
review column and a recipe column. We 
would like to make both of these old 
standbys. There is also a great article 
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written by Barb Lauber, Treasurer for the 
Halyna Freeland Campaign’s Election 
Planning Committee (EPC), on the upcom- 
ing Heather Bishop/Jennifer Berezan 
concert. 


Read and enjoy! 
Nora 


“‘Team Edmonton” has 
been promoting Celebration 
‘90 at various gay and 
lesbian venues 
throughout the sum- 
mer. Representatives 


were present at some 
of the GALA events 
and Team Edmon- 


ton had spokes- 
persons at most 
of the Womonspace 

dances. For the most part, however, things 
have been fairly low key. Team Edmonton 
has now had a nice rest and is gearing ‘y to 
begin their work anew this fall. We wil 
keep you apprised of their progress. 


CELEBRATION ‘90 


For those people who are interested in 
supporting the Games, but have had no real 
access to any of the promotional events, 
below is a Celebration 90 membership. 
$10.00 per year entitles you to receive the 
Celebration ’90 newsletter and other 
updates, not to mention the support you 
will be giving the cause. Please take the 
time to fill out a membership and send it in. 


If you are interested in any more informa- 
tion, please contact Kim (a male Kim) at 
434-4906, or Ann at 431-0336. 
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The following piece was submitted quite 
some time ago. However, it is still a timely 
and well-written article about the Vancou- 
ver womyn's community. 


WEST COAST WOMONSCENE 


Here I am, your long- 
awaited 

foreign cor- 
respondent, 
to let you 
know 


what’s happening on the West Coast 
Womonscene. 


Actually, it’s been hard to keep up: organi- 
zations in Vancouver have been moving 
hither and dither for some months now. 
The Vancouver Status of Women (VSW) 
and the Women’s Health Collective have 
both moved down to Grant and Commer- 
cial; the heart of the “lesbian ghetto” as it 
is fondly known in these parts. Women 
Against Violence Against Women Rape 
Crisis Centre - WAVAW - moved from its 
ghetto of an office to sparkling new offices 
close to Broadway and Main. 


As of yet, Vancouver has no lesbian news- 
paper such as Womonspace, but it’s in the 
works. Some of you may have seen the 
classified ad in the most recent “Kinesis” 
asking for submissions and name sugges- 
tions. Organizing and fund-raising events 
are advertised under a bold heading reading 
“Lesbians Wanted.” 
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Also recently, a Vancouver womon has 
been organizing events promoting womyn 
performers. The events take place Monday 
nights at “Graceland”, a dance club in 
downtown Vancouver. My understanding 
is that the events are organized such that 
womyn’s organizations take the door and 
Graceland pets the bar. It’s probably not 
big bucks, but the project has been experi- 
mental. I, for one, hope it continues: it 
provides some space for sitting and chat- 
ting, some separate space for dancing, and 
a chance for womyn babar dancers and 
singers to perform. It's not a trashy bar 
scene! 


As far as the womyn’s concert scene goes, 
it’s been pretty bleak since Linda Topp of 
the Topp Twins astounded us with her 
yodelling and Michelle Shocked charmed 
us with her unabashed bashfulness last fall. 
Though it was excellent, it was unfortunate 
that Ferron’s concert in early January was a 
farewell concert. Tickets sold out well 
before the event, but this fan stood and 
grovelled until they let her in some fifteen 
minutes after the concert began. It was 
well worth the patience: I cried along with 
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the best of them through Ain’t Life a 
Brook. Ferron performed solo (“just me 
and three hundred of my closest friends’’) 
and the evening was subdued and intimate. 
Ferron’s newest songs are sensitive and 
enigmatic as always and, had I known I’d 
be writing this article, I would have paid 
more attention to the names. If any of you 
need encouragement to buy her next 
album, this is it! 


Now that I have fulfilled my promise for an 
article, let me know if you want to hear 
more from Vancouver. 


Marlene 


BOOK REVIEW 
“Shoulders” 
A Novel by Georgia Cotrell 


“Shoulders” is a thoroughly delightful 

k “about coming of age in the 1970’s 
when you’re dewy-eyed and brash and a 
lesbian; about making it through to the ’80s 
when you’ve survived love gone bad, and 
still believe in love against the odds.” And 
SO it is. 


It follows the trials and tribulations of a 
certain Bobbie Crawford, and covers her 
life from the tender age of nine, when she 
first senses her special feelings for womyn, 
through her varied love affairs, right up to 
the true love which awaits her in the end. 


Bobbie falls in and out of love, always 
being the more “loved than loving.” 


Womypn fall hard for our 
fair heroine and she 
leaves a trail of broken 
hearts behind her. 


Bobbie is a very endear- 
ing character; worldly wise about some 
things, and very naive about others — a 
womon many of us could relate to. I found 
myself becoming enmeshed in her life — 
her lovers became my lovers, her friends 
became my friends. I cheered and rejoiced 
at her successes, suffered and cried ugh 
her breakups. 


“Shoulders” is a very realistic and enjoy- 
able novel, and reading it is like reading a 
slice of life. In terms of quality, it far 
surpasses many of the “Harlequin romance 
style” lesbian novels which are in such 
abundance. I would highly recommend it! 


Nora 
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THE RETURN OF “LONG 
TIME COMING!” 


Do you remember “Long Time Coming”, 
the lesbian magazine published in Montreal 
for several years in the 1970’s? Well, it’s 
on its way back! 


The first issue will be published 


in the fall of 1988, under the 
title of LTC-2. *, National in 
scope, LTC-2 ¢ will inform/ 
report/analyz SO 


age 


and, in gen- 
eral, provide 
lesbians with 
food for 
thought about 
issues important & 
to them. o 


More specifically, LTC-2 will inform the 
community about upcoming events and 
regular activities in both urban and rural 
lesbian communities across the country, 
report on important gatherings and confer- 
ences, analyze ongoing debates from 
differing points-of-view, explore the 
medical, legal, economic, sexual and 
spiritual concerns of lesbians, provide in- 

epth, personal and, sometimes, ideosyn- 
cratic remembrances/testimonies/first- 
hand, lesbian lifestyle herstories from 
today and yesterday, and expose the prob- 
lems of disabled lesbians. 


LTC-2 will make forays into both the gay 
and feminist worlds to see what’s in them 
for lesbians, speak of our experiences as 
lesbians of colour, native and Inuit lesbi- 
ans, lesbian immigrants, lesbian refugees, 
lesbians who have been institutionalized, 
lesbians married to men, elder lesbians, 
lesbian mothers, lesbians in prison, and 
business and professional lesbians. 


LTC-2 will discuss love, celibacy, passion, 
lust, bars, cruising, and relations ube 
among womon/lesbian friends and lovers, 
and capture the ideas, problems, visions 
and the glorious diversity of Canadian 
lesbians, whether butch or femme or 
androgynous, political or not, closeted or 
not, or lower class/middle class/upper 


Page 5 


class. Who are we? What do we want 
from life? Find out in LTC-2! 


LTC-2 is now accepting manuscripts from 
lesbians only, and subscriptions. icles 
of up to 5,000 words on any topic of 
interest to lesbians will be considered. 
Such articles may be informative, newsy, 
argumentative, critical, analytical, philo- 
sophical or humorous. LTC-2 is also 
looking for good-quality fiction of any type 
(traditional, romantic, science fiction, 
erotica, experimental, etc.), poetry, illustra- 
tions, photographs, and comics. Payment 
will be as follows: $10 for poems, ilustra- 
tions, photographs and short articles/fiction 
(under 500 words), and $25 for longer 
articles or fiction. Cover photos $50. All 
contributors will receive three copies of the 
issue in which they are published. Con- 
tributors will be paid on publication. 

Please include a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope with your submission(s). 


Subscriptions to LTC-2 are $20 a year 
(four issues) in Canada, $25 elsewhere. 
The institutional subscription rate is $30, 
single copies $6. Cheques are payable to 
JAM Publications. 


To subscribe, to submit material, or for 
further information, write to LTC-2, Box 
531, Place du Parc, Montreal, Quebec, 
H2W 2P1, Canada. 


WOMYN’S VOLLEYBALL 
(TECHNIQUES REBORN!) 


Have fun, meet new people and 
make new friends! 


Anyone out there interested in volleyball? 
The Edmonton Techniques are hoping to 
rejuvenate a volleyball team to play once a 
week in the Edmonton Volleyball Associa- 
tion League. There will also be a weekly 
ere day and location of which is yet to 

determined. The cost will vary depend- 
ing on the number of players. 


There is a possibility that the Techniques, 
or members thereof, could coalesce into a 
team representing Edmonton at Celebration 
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°00 (Gay Games III and 
Cultural Festival). 


If you would like further 
information, or are inter- 
ested in joining the team, 
es call Cindy at 444- 
954 (until September 
30th) or Gail at 434-7979. 


ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 


Hear ye, hear ye! We now 
have a location for the 
annual general meeting. It 
will be held at Paul Kane 
House, 122nd Street and 
101st Avenue, on Sunday, 
September 25, 1988 at 1:00 
p.m. As mentioned in 
July’s newsletter, elections 
for next year’s Board will 
be held at this time. In 
addition, the annual finan- 
cial Pat will be pre- 
sented, along with an 
overview of the past year 
and the President’s mes- 
sage. 


We would like to stress the 
ah pee os of this meeting 
and encourage any inter- 
ested parties to attend. 
Refreshments will be 
provided and there will be a 
catered lunch. 


Looking forward to seeing 
you there! 
SS RL eS 


NDP PROMOTES 
HEATHER BISHOP 
CONCERT 


by Barb Lauber 


“Every feminist should 
know how to organize a 
concert,” Andrea told me. 
So, with no qualifications 
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REGULAR EVENTS 


GENERAL MEETING 


The General Meetings are held on the second Tuesday 
of every month at the Women's Building (Basement, 
9930 - 106 Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and 
non-members are welcome to attend. 


Our next meeting is Tuesday, September 13, 1988. 


Dance Committee MEETING 


If you are interested in getting involved in the plan- 
ning and running of our monthly dances, then please 
attend our meetings held on the last Thursday of every 
month at the Women's Building (Basement, 9930 - 


106 Street), at 7:30 p.m. 


Our next meeting is Thursday, September 29, 1988. 


LesBIAN Drop-In 


Every Thursday night, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 eee 
Womonspace holds a regular meeting at the Women’s 
Building in the main meeting room. 
day for a relaxed evening of coffee and conversation. 
All are welcome! 


oin us on this 


Pot Luck SuprPerR For LESBIANS 


The next Pot Luck Suppers are on the following dates: 


e September 2; 
¢ October 6; and 
¢ November 4. 


And remember — if you need any more information, 
please contact Common Woman Books at 432-9340. 


other than an ardent desire 
to hear Heather Bishop 
again, I accepted the task of 
organizing a concert as a 
fund raising event for the 
Halyna Freeland Campaign. 


Halyna, who is known to 
many lesbians for her long 
involvement with Common 
Woman Books, is the New 
Democrat candidate in 
Edmonton-Strathcona. 
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Although the federal elec- 
tion has yet to be called, 
there is a great deal of work 
to be done (and money to 
be spent) in the pre-election 
period. 


The campaign decided to 
sponsor a concert, both to 
raise money and to have 
fun. We chose Heather 
Bishop as the featured 

erformer because she is 

th political and entertain- 

ing. (The Parachute Club 
was suggested by our 
candidate, but they turned 
out to be a trifle out of our 
price range). 


Since Heather Bishop needs 
no introduction in the gay 
community, I have decided 
to write something about 
Jennifer Berezan, who will 
be the warm-up act at the 
concert. 


Jennifer Berezan 


“The Cutest Lesbian 
Singer Around!” 


Jennifer Berezan will be 
featured as the opening act 
at the Heather Bishop 
concert. 


Jennifer was born in Ed- 
monton and moved to 
Calgary with her family 
when she was eleven. She 
attended the University of 
Calgary, where she earned 
a B.A. with a double major 
in Women’s Studies an 
Religious Studies. She 
worked for a time at the 
Calgary Sexual Assault 
Centre. She now makes her 
living as a teacher in 
Oakland, California. 


Jennifer began taking guitar 
lessons when she was six 


and sang in church choirs 
for many years. The 
possibility of a career in 
music didn’t occur to her 
until her student days at the 
University of Calgary. She 
was asked to play at a 
coffee house ad stricken 
with stage fright, she went 
on. Further invitations fol- 
lowed and Jennifer gradu- 
ally built , up a small 
following $2 in Cal- 
gary. “ie 


After mov- ing to 
California t do graduate 
work in re- ligious 
studies, Jen- nifer accel- 


erated her musical 


career. 


peace, labour and environ- 
mental groups. She played 
at a series of benefits for 
Oxfam, organized by Bruce 
Cockburn after he visited 
Nicaragua. 


Jennifer met Heather 
Bishop in 1984 at the 
Regina Women’s Music 
Festival. Heather quickly 
became a friend and a fan 
of Jennifer’s music, offer- 
ing advice and encourage- 
ment to the younger singer. 


Turning down an offer from 
Olivia Records, Jennifer 
has set up her own record 
company, Gara Records 
(named after the Greek 
earth goddess), so that she 
can maintain complete 
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artistic control. Jennifer’s 
first album, titled “In the 
Eye of the Storm,” will 
soon be available at Com- 
mon Woman Books. 


A talented songwriter as 
well as a singer, Jennifer 
wrote about half of the 
material on her album, 
including such songs as 
When the Birds are Gone 
and Kitchen Revolution. 


Jennifer’s high, clear voice 
is shown to excellent 
advantage in A Very Blue 
Moon, a bittersweet ballad 
about breaking up. Her 
interest in religion is appar- 
ent in Burning Times, a 
tribute to the millions of 
womyn persecuted as 
witches during the Middle 
Ages. Wake Up is a fast- 
paced call to feminist 
action. Jennifer’s rendition 
of The Teacher’s Song 
(“She don’t live like they 
do, she don’t love like they 
do. She’s an outcast, a 
stranger - the children 
would be in danger if there 
were teachers like her in the 
schools’”’) could draw a tear 
from the toughest dyke. 


Jennifer Berezan is an up 
and coming lesbian singer 
whose performance should 
not be missed!! 


The concert is on Friday, 
September 16, 1988, 8:00 
p.m., SUB Theatre. Tick- 
ets are available from 
Common Woman Books, 
8724 - 109 Street, or from 
members of the Halyna 
Freeland Campaign 
Committee. 


For more information, 
please call Barb Lauber at 
435-4966. 
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JOEY 


I knew you when we were young. 


We played in the school yard at day’s end. 


We would sit and talk in a pile of old tires 
at the age of eight, knowing damn well 
for supper we’d be late. 

We ran and laughed, your hand in mine, 
my very best childhood friend. 

Now you’re gone but my memories 
linger on with your laugh and smile. 

I embrace you one last time. 

Sleep well my friend and someday 
we will run and laugh again. 


In loving memory of Joey, whom we 
lost suddenly July 20, 1988. 


Dee 


Do not stand at my grave and weep. 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow. 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 

I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 
I am the gentle autumn’s rain. 
When you awaken in the morning’s bush, 
I am the swift uplifting rush 
of quiet birds circled flight. 

I am the soft stars that shine at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and weep, 
I am not there. 

I did not die. 


In memory of Joey 


Love 
Dee, Carol, Kelly and Cathy 


HERSHEY’S DEEP, DARK CHOCOLATE CAKE 


1.75 cups unsifted flour 
2 cups sugar 


Pour into 


Se an ns bot 


Cool. 


.75 cup cocoa 
1.5 tsps. baking soda 
1.5 tsps. baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 
2 eggs 
1 cup milk 
.0 cups vegetable oil 
2 tsps. vanilla 
1 cup boiling water 


Combine dry ingredients in large mixer bowl. 
Add eggs, milk, oil and vanilla. 

Beat 2 minutes at medium speed. 

Stir in boiling water (batter will be thin). 

eased and floured 13" X 9" X 2" pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees F for 35 to 40 minutes. 
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FACTS & HINTS ABOUT 
HUGS 


There is no such thing as a bad hug: 
there are only good hugs and great hugs. 


Hug someone at least once a day and twice 
on a rainy day. 


Hug with a smile; closed eyes are optional. 
A snuggle is a longish hug. 
Bedtime hugs help chase away bad dreams. 


Never hug tomorrow someone you could 
hug today. 


Four hugs are necessary for survival, eight 


are good for maintenance, 
and twelve for growth.” 


Dr. Virginia Starr 


NEWSLETTER 
LOCATIONS 


Abacus Books, 10449 - 124 Street 


Common Woman Books, 8724 - 109 
Street 


Greenwood's Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Flashback Ltd., 10330 - 104 Street 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
#104, 10173 - 104 Street 


Reflections, 105th Avenue and 105th 
Street 


The Roost, 10345 - 104 Street 


Women's Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 


Womonspace Office, Basement, 
9930 - 106 Street 


FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION: 
SUBMISSIONS 
FOR OCTOBER'S 
= WOMONSPACE 
[FRAME OF MIND MUST BE IN 
6150 - 90 Avenue Hours: BYS EPTEMBER 
Edmonton, Abbr Centre 9-6 foes bate Ee & Sat. 5) OTH! 


Closed 


un. & Mon. 


“EXPERTS IN OUR FIELD” 


as “= 


WOMONSPACE 
DANCE 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1988 


BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240 - 93 STREET 
8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. 


(THIS DANCE WILL BE CO-HOSTED WITH “TEAM EDMONTON”, 
OUR CELEBRATION '90 COMMITTEE). 
ADMISSION: MEMBERS $6.00, NON-MEMBERS $7.00 


5 CREDITS ; 
‘ PLEASE NOTE: 


A Articles apne in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of 
e Womonspac 
® 


@ 
$ Con ns by: Marlene, Gail, Nora, Barb, WOMONSPACE NEWS § 
e Dee, cas LL Ke tee pon aut Basement, 9930 - 106 Street e 
. Typing: Nora and Gai Edmonton, Alberta © 

ayout: Nora 425-0511 
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